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Aidan field Christian School
Growing in Wisdom and Stature | Stand and be Confide nt

Kia ora Aidanfield Wh ! nau

House Points
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46171

P" tonga 
44394
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44270

Hau! uru 
44835!

School App

* Stay Up To Date *
* Notify Absences *

* Link to our Website *
* School Calendar *

Download at 
www.aidanfield.apps.school.nz/

install/

We have a committed group of 
parents that are available to support 
you in prayer.  Contact  Jo Dowle  in 

confidence by emailing 
prayerrequest@aidan field.school.nz  

Has anything changed for 
you and your family this 
term?  Moved house / 

changed email / contact  
details? Please do let us 

know. 
offi ce@aidanfield.school.nz

         Term 1 Week 11 

Easter re flections 
Our school theme for 2025 is ÒNavigating our journey with hope.Ó !  
We are blessed as a people because our hope is anchored on  
something tangible, solid and real. ! We read in Genesis that God  
created people, He breathed life into them and called them to walk in  
relationship with Him. ! We also read that the deep relationship we  
were designed for was fractured Ð a rift formed  
between Creator and the created because of choices people made. !        
In this place of broken relationship, we live without hope for a future. ! 
! 
Easter is a time where we, the Christian church, remembers that what was hopeless became 
hopeful. ! The incomparable love of creator God established a pathway that allowed those who 
are lost, separated from their creator to be drawn back, reunited with Him into a relationship 
fully restored because of His sacri fice on the cross and His resurrection three days later. ! It is in 
this place of deep relationship that each of us finds peace, joy, freedom, ful filment and love. ! It is 
a gift so deep and eternal that it is hard to put into words Ð and it gives us real hope, both for 
now and also for later. ! 
! 
On Friday, we will hold our Easter assembly where we will remember and celebrate what God 
has done for us and as we do that we will add to the understanding that we all are able to 
navigate our journey with hope that is real, life giving and generous. 

! 
Term one - done 
It has been a big term in many ways. ! Not only is it 11 weeks long (next term is 9 weeks) but our 
staff have created a lot of opportunities for our students. ! We have had: ! 

¥ Cycle Safe                                                

¥ The Summer Sport Programme 

¥ Two Middle School Camps 

¥ Swimming Lessons 

¥ Girls Cricket Smash 

¥ Wh" nau gets wet afternoon 

¥ The Summer sport programme 

¥ Yr 9 and 10 Christian Schools Athletics with reps at the zone competitions  

¥ Swimming Sports with school reps at zone and central zone competitions for swimming 

¥ The School Fair (what an amazing total of $25,000 - fantastic effort!!) 

¥ A full cultural week 

As well as these, there has been a full set of assessments in all our classes and start of year 
reports sent home to all our families. ! A full set of units have been taught across all of our 
classes, our gifted and talented programmes and learning support initiatives are well under 
way in both the primary and middle parts of the school. !  

Our international programme has welcomed over 40 students from various parts of the world 
and we have already started interviewing enrolment applications for 2026. !Our staff have 
made good progress on their understanding of the new curriculum in English and what it 
means for how we plan, deliver and assess learning using this new document. ! It is interesting 
to reflect that there are about 500 people on our site at any time the school is open. All our 
classrooms are now fully used and our growth plan over the next three years is taking shape. ! 
!The life of the school is rich and deep and very varied and it is a pleasure to walk it with you. 
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KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

11 April  	 	 Last day of Term One  

28 April 	 	 Term Two starts 

7-9 May	 	 Year 5/6 School Camp 

13 May		 	 ACS Cross Country 

14 May		 	 Winter Sport start for Years 9 -10 

16 May		 	 ACS Wh" nau Hui 

16 May		 	 Winter Sport start for years 5-8 

30 May		 	 Teacher Only Day (School Closed) 

2 June	 	 	 KingÕs Birthday  (School Closed) 

6 June	 	 	 Multi-Cultural Parent Coffee Group 

13 June	 	 Year 7-10 2026 Enrolment applications closed 

17 June	 	 Mid Year Interviews 

20 June	 	 Matariki (School Closed) 

24 June	 	 Mid Year Interviews 

25 June	 	 NZ Playhouse Theatre Primary 

27 June	 	 Last day of Term 2 

ABSENCES  
If your child is away for any reason, please use 

the School App to  
email absences@aidanfield.school.nz   OR 

ring the school (03 338 8153 -option 1 
preferred). 

Thank you in advance

Attendance Dues 2025 
You should have received your 2025 attendance 
dues statement from The Christian Schools Trust. !
If you have any questions or queries please refer 
to our website www.cst.org.nz  or contact 
Rhonda on attdues@cst.org.nz.

PRAYING PARENTS 

Our faithful group of parents who pray for our 

school community would welcome more parents 

to become involved or prayer partners. Please 

contact Jo Dowle by emailing 

prayerrequests@aidan field.school.nz  

Board Elections !  
A comment from Zhuhui Lam, our current Board 
Chair 
This year we have board elections again with 3 
seat to be filled. Do give prayerful consideration 
to whether you might make yourself available to 
serving in this capacity. You would join a team of 
wise and faithful stewards seeking to glorify our 

Heavenly Father in every decision, have  the 
opportunity to affect an area signi ficant in the 
raising of our children both now and for future 
generations to come. If you do you have any 
questions, I or anyone on our board would be 
more than happy to pick up a conversation - 
please do get in 
touch !(botchair@aidan field.school.nz ).

New Courts - soon  
An exciting development is about to begin where the basketball court and cage currently sits. The Proprietor has approved the 
development of the old basketball court and cage into two brand new court areas. If all goes to plan the work should start in the next few 
weeks. 

We will see the removal of some of our orchard area and some trees in that area, a small retaining wall established near the swimming 
pool and then two side by side courts installed - one netball and one basketball. ! These will be fully caged. ! The development will be a 
little disruptive but the end result should be excellent and allow for a better netball, basketball, volleyball and maybe pickleball 
experience. ! We are very grateful to the Christian Schools Trust for their ongoing commitment to the schools development. 

! 
Strategic Planning 
Our Board is beginning the process of considering where to focus our energies over the next three years. ! A new strategic plan is due by 
the end of the year for 2026 to 2028. ! Over the coming months the Board will give you a range of opportunities to tell them your opinions 
and ideas about where we could be focused over the next few years. ! Please take this opportunity to tell us your thoughts. ! The BoardÕs 
job will be to consider all the feedback and make decisions about which key directions to head. ! Every response will be considered as the 
Board sets our strategic direction. !! More information will be coming shortly. 

!For those that were looking for a chance to feed back on the middle school camp experience, a survey will be coming to your inbox in the 
next week or two. ! Please look out for this and give us your considered opinions. ! We have completed the student feed back and so we 
are aware of their thoughts on this modi fied experience.  

Finally 
The holiday break is all but here. I know that for many balancing working and kids at home presents its share of challenges. May you find 
some space to spend excellent time together as a family and enjoy the different pace that removing the school run provides. Perhaps, 
within the challenge there may be opportunities to do things differently as a family for a week or two. Our children are a remarkable 
blessing. As my boys enter their late teens and early twenties I re flect back on how fast the years go when you have them at home and 
malleable. May I encourage you to make the most of this time because it really does go so quickly.  

Grace and Peace. 

Mark Richardson 
Principal
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 RELIEF TEACHERS NEEDED 
ACS is keen to add to their pool of valued Relief Teachers. These would be for day 

relief, often at short notice within the school. If you are a registered teacher, are 
looking to get back into teaching, wish to have ACS as one of the schools you 

relieve at AND can uphold the Christian character of the school, please don't be 
shy - get in touch with Kaye Lawn who will be very grateful to chat with you about 
the possibilities. This could be for Primary or Middle School (or both). Please email 

kaye.lawn@aidanfield.school.nz  or call in at the of fice to speak with her. Please 
also ask those friends and wh " nau who may be interested in this. Thank you!  

FAMILY EPISODES UPDATES 
Listening to Families videos provide answers to everyday questions about health 

and wellbeing challenges facing children and adolescents. Many of these 
challenges can affect overall attendance. The questions the videos answer are real 
- they come directly from families. The answers are provided by trusted specialists. 

Allergies and Anaphylaxis 
https://www.listeningtofamilies.co.nz/allergies-and-anaphylaxis  

Aimee Mackey-Clinical Nurse Specialist in Eczema/Allergy and !Emily Templeton-
Public Health Nurse, answer questions. 

REMINDER: MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

Requirements regarding Vomiting and 
Diarrhoea 

! 
Children with vomiting and diarrhoea must 
stay away from! school until there has been 

no vomiting or diarrhoea for 48 hours. 

! ��Christchurch City Council 

annual School Travel 

Survey  ! !
The Christchurch City Council annual 

School Travel Survey !is now live! 
This short survey (5-10 minutes) helps 
us understand travel patterns across 
Christchurch schools, supporting 
improvements in safety and active 
transport.  

!Ÿ Survey closes: 5pm, Friday 11 April 2025 
!Ÿ 20 x $50 supermarket vouchers to be won!  
!Ÿ Open to: !Students, parents/caregivers, and staff 

Take the survey here: https://
christchurchcc.syd1.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_emoLAhNtyaZAfIi

HOMESTAY FAMILIES NEEDED 

Aidan fieild Christian School invites international students to study with us throughout the year and enjoys them as part of our school 

community.  As part of this, we are looking for Homestay families who would be able to welcome a student (or more than one) into their 

homes for part of the year in 2025. The stay could be as short as a week, or occasionally, a longer term. The student would be at least 11 

years old, and attend Aidan field Christian School everyday. This is a wonderful way to introduce a range of cultures to your home, and to 

share the love of Christ, re flecting hospitality and love to Ôstrangers in the landÕ. If you would like to be involved in this ministry or would 

like more information, please contact homestay@aidanfield.school.nz  OR kaye.lawn@aidanfield.school.nz
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PRIMARY NEWS TERM 1

The Primary children are well settled into their programmes and routines. We have a great teaching team at ACS and they 
work really hard for the children in their care. The Primary School is organized into three Learning Communities. Each 
classroom has a main Wh" nau Teacher. We also have a great team of part-time teachers who support our Wh " nau Class 
teachers by providing release so they can undertake other responsibilities, assess children, plan and prepare lessons. 

Nikki McAven, Toni-Lee Nasalo, Karyn Sunia, Steph Jones, Grace Weir, Naomi Glover, Maria Couper, Lucy Pratt 

NE-Y2 - Learning Community

YEAR 3/4 Learning Community

Anna MacGregor, Von Hamilton, Sharon Burt, Sharon Macdonald, Sandra Kennedy, Lyndon McIntosh, Kathryn Renner 

The Christchurch City Council Cycle 
Safety programme for Year 6.  
Students, learning about the importance of 
having a road worthy bike, helmets and how 
to ride safely on the road. 

Highlights in the Primary School this term have included:

Andy Bibby, Renee Falconer, Hannah Medland, Teresa Kim
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The Wh " nau Gets Wet!  
The sun came out just in time for our water activities afternoon. The students enjoyed working in mixed age groups from 
New Entrants to Yer 6Õs to work together on some water fun and games. The afternoon ended with a water fight on the 
back field for the older students and a slippery slide for the Juniors. It was great fun and there were lots of happy smiles at 
the end of the day. 

Healthy Heroes 
The children in Years 1-4 have been learning about 5 Healthy Heroes. We are encouraging the children to 
develop healthy habits. 

Year 5/6 Girls Cricket Smash! 
!19 Year 5/6 girls had a great day at Hagley Park having a go at Super Smash 
Cricket. Most hadnÕt played before, but really enjoyed the experience of trying 
something new. They showed great sportsmanship and came home with a new 
t-shirt each. 
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Ethan (78BE) 
-1st place Ð    Open Individual Medley 
-1st place Ð    Open 50m Butterfly 
-1st place Ð    50m Backstroke 
-1st place Ð    50m Freestyle 
!   
Hannah (78RI) 
-1st place Ð    Open Individual Medley 
-1st place Ð    Open 50m Butterfly 
-1st place Ð    50m Breaststroke 
-1st place Ð    50m Freestyle 
! 
Yuto (78RI) 
-1st place Ð    50m Breaststroke 
-2nd place Ð  Open 50m Butter fly 
-2nd place Ð  50m Freestyle 
-2nd place Ð  Open Individual Medley 
! 
Sophie (Ko6) 
-3rd place Ð  50m Breaststroke 

CONGRATULATIONS to our Swimmers -Results of South West Zone and Canterbury 

Swimming Championship 2025

CONGRATULATIONS  to our Year 9/10 Athletes 
U14 Girls 
200m Ð            2nd place: Chelsea 
400m Ð            3rd place: Abby 
Long Jump Ð  1st!place: Abby 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !3rd !place: Faith  
High Jump Ð  3rd!place: Olivia  

Triple Jump Ð 1st!place: Abby (New record holder! " ) 
!U14 Boys 
100m Ð            1st place: David  
200m Ð            1st place: David  
1500m Ð          2nd place: Ryan  
Long Jump Ð  1st!place: David  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 2nd!place: Muno  
High Jump Ð   2nd!place: Ryan  

!Discus -  !!!!!!!!!3rd !place: Jack  
                          3rd place: Roy 
! 
!U14 Combined  
4x100 relay Ð 1st!place: David , Ryan, Abby, Chelsea 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
!U15 Girls  
100m Ð           2nd place: Gemma  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!          3rd!place: Natalie  

200m Ð           2nd place: Natalie  
1500m Ð         2nd place: Anya 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!      3rd!place: Tiffany  
Long Jump Ð 1st!place: Arianna 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!3rd place: Anya 
High Jump Ð 1st!place: Anya 
Discus Ð         2nd place: Bronte  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!      3rd!place: Anya 
Shot Put Ð      3rd place: Fatima  

U15 Boys  
100m Ð          3rd place: Dani‘l  
200m Ð          1st place: Dani‘l  
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!       ! 2nd!place: Isaac 
400m Ð          1st place: Isaac 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!        3rd!place: Dani‘l  

Canterbury Swimming Championship  

Ethan (78BE) 
-1st place Ð Open Individual Medley  
-1st place Ð 50m Backstroke 
-3rd place Ð Open 50m Butter fly 
! 
Yuto (78RI) 
-3rd place Ð 50m Breaststroke 
-3rd place Ð 50m Freestyle 
-3rd place Ð Open Individual Medley  

Hannah (78RI) 
-2nd place Ð Open Individual Medley  
-2nd place Ð 50m Breaststroke
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Here are some photos from our recent Middle School Camps at Living Springs
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School Fair 2025  
A new team organised the school fair this year, largely led by Claire Adams and Jessica Fowler.  Of course they had a huge 
team of people taking on responsibilities to support them in their Þrst foray into this event, and the end result of just over 
$25 000 was an outstanding total. The day was hot - perhaps too hot for some - but as always, the wider community 
supported us with their presence (and money). We are grateful to have ongoing support from regular patrons and 
welcomed new stalls this year.  

The International Food Stall is always a hit, as is the mystery bottle stall. It is also a beautiful thing to see ex-students come 
back to the fair, chatting with teachers and friends at ACS, still feeling part of this community despite having left the  school. 

As always, we could not do this without the support of our parent community, student volunteers and those who make the 
most of the bargains on offer. Thank you to each and every one of you who were able to be part of this event. We look 
forward to next year - please consider how you might be able to be involved in the 2026 Fair!

Our Sponsors #
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Cultural week  

Every year at Aidan Þeld Christian School, we celebrate the diversity of creation that is re ßected in Genesis 1, particularly the 
fact that God created people in HIs image, and that 'it was very good.' Our cultural week enjoys recognising some of the 
diverse cultures that make up our school community. This year, for our cultural parade, we were able to proudly walk with 46 
ßags!! The parade this year was disrupted somewhat by the weather - a disappointment in that we could not meet together 
as a full school - yet celebrations continued with a fantastic display of cultural dress worn by a majority of our students. ! 
Some costumes are elaborate and beautiful, others more subtle and practical for day to day living, but the pride that shows 
on the face of our students (and parents I might add) warms my heart! 

In addition to the parade, each class was asked to decorate their doorway with a speci Þc cultural display. So many taonga 
(treasures) on display was a real blessing to the observer and to students studying the culture their class had chosen.  
Some groups had guest speakers, others tasty cultural treats, games or dances which makes this week, such an integral part 

of our school year while enjoying  cultural exchanges that make us much richer human beings. !Thank you to all those who 

supported this event with knowledge, cultural dress or other items. May we continue to grow in greater understanding of 
other cultures as we become increasingly diverse in our community.
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!  Christchurch City Council annual School Travel 

Survey!! !
The Christchurch City Council annual School Travel 
Survey !is now live! This short survey (5-10 minutes) 

helps us understand travel patterns across 
Christchurch schools, supporting improvements in 

safety and active transport.  
Survey closes: 5pm, Friday 11 April 2025 
20 x $50 supermarket vouchers to be won! 

Open to: !Students, parents/caregivers, and staff 
Take the survey here: https://

christchurchcc.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_emoLAhNtyaZAfIi !

CONGRATULATIONS   
Claire has been selected to represent New Zealand at the 2025 Australia 

Gymnastics Championships in the Gold Coast,12-17 July. 

This will be ClaireÕs Þrst time competing as a representative of  New Zealand.
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The Walking Festival is back for 2025 and is right around the corner from 12-27 April! 
! 

The festival has 40+ exciting walks across the city, many being run by Walking or Community groups! The Walking 
Festival is all about providing opportunities for walkers of all ages and abilities, whether theyÕre a fan of beaches, hills, 

local history, getting amongst wildlife or enjoying a view, socialising or pushing your own physical limits there is 
something everyone. You can Þnd all the information about the festival on WhatÕs On !(What's On : Christchurch City 

Council ) and The Walking Festival Facebook page ( The Walking Festival | Christchurch | Facebook ).
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SeAsOn StArTs
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GrAdEs: YeAr 1-2 RiPpA, YeAr 3-5 RiP  
& YeAr 3-6 TaCkLe

CoNtAcT, Or, NoN CoNtAcT RuGbY,  
We HaVe YoU CoVeReD

MaLeS & FeMaLe  
PlAyErS WeLcOmE

EaCh ReGiStErEd
PlAyEr ReCeIvEs 
A  FrEe bAg  
oF lOlLiEs

HaLsWeLl WiGrAm 
RuGbY ClUb
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FoLlOw uS oN FaCeBoOk 

wWw.fAcEbOoK.cOm/hAlSwElLwIgRaMrUgBy/

For creative activities for wh " nau 
over the school holidays, including 

free events and hands-on 
workshops, check out Te Matatiki 
Toi Ora The Arts Centre:  https://
www.artscentre.org.nz/whats-

on/school-holiday-fun/
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